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AUSTRIA AFFIRMS ROLE OF JAEA; 
DR. HAYMERLE ADDRESSES U.N. FIRST COMMITTEE 

Discussing the report of the Scientific Committee on the 
Effects of Atomic Radiation, Austrian delegate Heinrich Hay- 
merle, political director of the Austrian Foreign Office, stres 
sed ‘‘the grave dangers threatening human health from atomic 
radiation ...(Which) deserve our most careful attention. The 
report before us, executed by the most eminent scientists 
from 15 countries, gives an authoritative and complete survey 
of the present sitiation,’’ he said; ‘‘we can hardly add any- 
thing of value to it. I wish, therefore, to limit my comments 
to an emphasis of the main conclusions of the report. Among 
them, one appears to me to be of particular significance — 
it reads as follows and I quote: ‘Even the smallest amounts 
of radiation are liable to cause deleterious genetic, and per 
haps also somatic effects.’ 

‘“‘Fven though at present scientists have no complete 
knowledge of the actual effects of atomic radiation on human 
health, the report of the Committee gives us a strong wart 
ing of the possibly serious effects of even the smallest a- 
mounts of radiation. The Austrian Delegation therefore fully 
subscribes to the report of the Scientific Committee which 
emphasizes the importance of appropriate measures to pro- 
tect man against the effects of atomic radiation. 

The Austrian representative then dwelled on the report 
of the Secretary-General on the future of the Scientific Com- 
mittee. : 

‘*The Austrian Delegation has read this report with great 
attention,’’ he said; ‘‘in essence, the Secretary-General comes 
to the conclusion that the Committee, which can look back 
on three years of successful work, should continue its acti- 
vity for an inaefinite period of time. Furthermore, a rotation 
of members is recommended in order to afford an opportunity 
for as many countries as possible to participate inits work. 
Finally, the report stresses the importance of a co-ordination 
of the activities of the Conmittee with the work of other in 
temational institutions in order to avoid duplication of work 
in this field. 

The Austrian Delegation has studied the respective sug- 
gestions of the Secretary-General with great care and has 
noted with satisfaction that the report points out the neces- 
sity of maintaining the effectiveness of the Committee as a 
Strictly scientific body. This Committee was set up for a 


(Continued on page 2) 


ERASMUS PRIZE GOES TO AUSTRIA 

On December 13, Foreign Minister Figl, representing 
President Schaerf at the Milan ceremony, received the Fras- 
mus Prize awarded to the Austrian people by the Foun- 
dation for European Culture and the Netherlands Prince Bem- 
hard Cultural Institute. The award took place at the con- 
clusion of the three-day congress of the Foundation for Euro- 
pean Culture. Present among others were Prince Bemhard, 
President Gronchi of Italy, Premier Fanfani and the Presi- 
dent of the European Economic Community, Professor Hall- 
stein. 

The Erasmus Prize, amounting to 100,000 Netherlands 
guilders, will be awarded annually to persons or institutions 
whose contributions in the cultural, social and economic 
fields have made an essential contribution toward Europe’s 
spiritual unity. 

At the award cemony in the Milan Scala, Prince Rem- 
hard declared that the Erasmus Prize was not the gift of 
a rich man or an industrial tycoon, but a token of thegratitude 
of the Dutch people. ‘‘I am happy,’’ Prince Pemhard said, 
‘‘that the Erasmus Prize has been awarded to the people of 
Austria, because Austria, following an imperial past, had been 





A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 





THE SALZBURG CHRISTMAS MEDAL. 


In memory of 


Josef Mohr and Franz X. Gruber, the creators of the Christ- 


mas carol “Silent Night, Holy Night,’’ which was written 
December 24, 1818, in Oberndorf near Satzburg, the GAL- 
LERY WELZ, Salzburg, has brought out a Christmas medal 
designed by Giacomo Manzu. 
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thrown into a perilous and trying situation without having 
its spiritual and intellectual qualities impaired.” Europe, 
he added, must always respect the spirit of liberty symbo- 
lized by Erasmus of Rotterdam. 

The President of the European Economic Community, 
Professor Hallstein, said that Europe represented a cultural 
entity which could not be denied. 

After Hallstein’s remarks, Foreign Minister Figl read 
President Schaerf’s message. ‘‘Those who have come to say 
‘thank you’ should not praise their own country, which has 
been so richly rewarded,’’ the message said. It went on: 
‘‘But let me say one thing. Austria has been able to sur- 
mount the steep path leading from chaos to order, and from 
poverty to moderate well-being, only because all its citizens 
were united in a common purpose. Courage, confidence, and a 
common purpose, too, are the prerequisites for changing the 
concept of European unity from a Utopian dream to a happy 
reality.’’ 

In his address accepting the award, Dr. Figl expressed 
the wish that the next Congress might meet in Vienna. 





AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
may be quoted freely 
Source need not be given 


AN INTERNATIONAL MANUAL 
ON RADIATION PROTECTION 

A comprehensive handbook of internationally compiled 
recommendations for users of radioisotopes was published by 
the Vienna headquarters of the International Atomic Fnergy 
Agency. 

The ‘‘Manual of the Safe Handling of Radioisotopes’’ 
covers organizational, medical and technical aspects of 
safety practices. It is alsoJAFA’s first technical publication. 

The recommendations have been prepared by a panel of 
thirteen experts from ten countries under the chairmanship 
of Professor Gunnar Randers of Norway. The manual, which 
will be periodically revised, will govern the agency’s opera- 
tions in the radioisotope field; its importance was empha- 
sized by the agency’s recommendation that member states 
take it into account in establishing national health and 
safety regulations. 





CANADA TO CONTRIBUTE 
THREE TONS OF URANIUM TO IAEA 

Vienna headquarters of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency announced recently that the Canadian government 
had offered the agency three tons of uranium without cost. 
The offer was made in response to a request for bids for 
delivery of natural uranium. IAEA director general Sterling 
Cole opened three bids received. One from the Davison 
Chemical Co., Baltimore, Md., for $54.34 per kilogram (2.2 
lbs.), forwazded by the United States; another by the Societe 
Generale des Minerais, Brussels, for 1,700 Belgian francs 
per kilogram ($34), forwarded by the Belgian government; 
and finally Canada’s gratis offer. 

The IAEA Board of Governors will decide at its next 
meeting, January 7, which of the offers it will accept. 


HAYMERLE (Continued from page 1) 


special purpose which we wholeheartedly support. Any de 
viation from this purpose, however, would lead to costly 
duplications anc overlappings of interests with relation to 
other intemational institutions, which would create addj- 
tional financial burdens to member govemments. I would like 
to mention in this connection a point which seems to us of 
greatest importance and which concerns the necessity stres- 
sed by the Secretary General to promote co-ordination in the 
field of the study of radiation. 


The Austrian Delegation is of the opinion that it is 
the International Atomic Energy Agency which is the first 
and most important international institution concerned 
with questions of the peaceful use of atomic energy, and un- 
doubtedly there is a close link between the questions within 
the competence of the |.A.E.A. and the studies of this 
Committee. 

Although differences of opinion may have been voiced 
in this connection, we still believe that the pertinent agree- 
ment between the United Nations and the Atomic Emerg 
Agency should not leave any doubt as to the validity of this 
view. May I quote the following paragraph from the corres 
pondence between the Secretary General of the United Na- 
tions and the President of the Preparatory Committee of 
July 3 and 19, 1957: ‘With regard to Paragraph 1 of An. | 
of the Draft Agreement it is noted that the Agency, which is 
established for the specific purpose of dealing with the peace 
ful uses of atomic energy, will have the leading position in 
this field’. This Agreement has been unanimously approved 
hy the General Assembly of the United Nations on Novemben 
14, 1957.” 

In conclusion, Dr. Haymerle expressed the hope that “‘the 
comhined efforts of the United Nations, the Intemational 
Atomic Energy Agency and the Specialized Agencies vill 
succeed in bringing about a clear answer to the problem of 
atomic radiation with all its dangerous consequences in 0M 
der to protect mankind from grave harm and misfortune.” 


LOAN FLOTATION IN SWITZERLAND OVERSUBSCRIBED 

The 5% interest-bearing loan issue of the Salzburs 
Tauern Power Works Corp., which was open for public sub 
scription in Switzerland between October 8 and 13, has been 
oversubscribed — thirty times. Instead of the 40 million Swiss 
francs (240 million schillings; — 26 schillings equal one 
dollar. Ed.) which were to be raised, 1,350,000,000 francs or 
8,100,000,000 schillings were underwritten. As a result, 
subscribers of only small amounts will not be served at all 
and the others will obtain only part of the bonds they signed 
to buy. The background for the fact that the prudent Swiss 
went all out for an Austrian loan may be found in Swiss cor 
fidence in the Austrian state-operated power industry and in 
an interest rate relatively high for Switzerland. 


WHAT PRICE THE STATE TREATY? 





Fulfillment of the obligations arising from the State 
Treaty will cost the Republic of Austria 1,500,000,000 schil- 
lings next year. (26 schillings equal $1. Ed.) Of this sum 
just under two thirds go towards reparation shipments 
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HELMER DEDICATES REFUGEE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 

Austrian Interior Minister Oskar Helmer delivered the 
main address at the dedication ceremonies for a housing 
development for Hungarian refugees which will be erected 
on the site of the former barracks in Vienna-Kaiserebers- 
dorf. Auguste Lindt, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, attended the ceremonies. 


In his speech; Helmer said that the UN High Commis- 
sion envisages the erection of about 1,000 apartments for 
Hungarian refugees which are to constmccted with the co- 
operation of Austrian authorities. The high commissioner’s 
office, he said, will appropriate $2,250,000 for the project 
This will be in addition to 10 million schillings to be used 
to complete intemal installations in the housing develop- 
ment. 


Helmer explained that housing for Hungarian refugees 
could be built only near industrial centers because it was 
necessary that the refugees have permanent jobs to enahle 
them to pay for the maintenance of their homes. While the 
UN high commissioner was supplying the funds necessary 
to put up the project, Helmer said, Austrian authorities have 
undertaken to pay the costs of the building site and of the 
installation of utilities; a number of Austrian municipalities 
and industrial firms have already declared their willingness 
to participate in the program. 


Erection of apartments and homes for the refugees, Hel- 
mer declared, will finally make refugee camps a thing of the 
past. Currently, the number of such camps stands at two. One 
is at Vienna-Kagran and the other at Traiskirchen, south 
of Vienna. The two camps still house about 2,800 refugees. 
Helmer said that the Austrian govemment hopes that those 
unahle — or unwilling — to emigrate will be settled in projects 
such as the Kaiserrebersdorf community. 


Helmer said that he regretted that efforts of the free word 
to take care of the refugees had shown signs of letting up. 
While the fighting for Hungary’s freedom had still been in 
orogress, he declared, the world’s attention had been fixed 
on the Hungarian problem. But after the uprising had been 
brutally quelled, he added, the concern of countries which 
were not directly involved had diminished and eventually 
faded away. 


This attitude, he said, had left Hungarian refugee care 
almost completely to Austria, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, and to voluntary relief agencies. These tens of 
thousands of remaining refugees, he added, includdd many 
aged and ill persons, children and large number of people 
who had been unsuccessful in their efforts to emigrate over 
seas or to other European counties. 


Austria, Helmer said, has been trying to alleviate the 
Dlight of these refugees ever since the stream started in 
he fall of 1956. The razing of camps was necessary, he 
averred, but could g hand in hand only with the erection of 
housing projects. 


LEGISLATIVE PERIOD REMAINS FOUR YEARS 

We reported in our preceding issue on the Government’s 
plans to extend Parliament’s legislative period from four to 
five years. Resistance developed in Parliamentary circles, 
however, and a proposal to hold a referendum gained wide 
currency, The Government held that the issue was not im- 
portant enough to warrant the expense of a nation-wide vote 
and decided to shelve the matter. 

RISING LIVING STANDARD 

Austrian living standards have risen considerably in 
recent years, consumer statistics show. A few representative 
figures are given below, but they by no means give the full 
picture. There has been a striking increase in almost every 
type of trade; the Austrian today buys considerably more 
clothing than before World War II, more linen, footwear, 
furniture and household appliances. He smokes twice as 
much, sees more moving pictures oftener, uses more electric 
current and gas, and buys more cars than ever. Car sales 
alone have gone up 700%. Credit for this is due to many 
sources: American aid after 1945, the economic boom, and 
last but not least the joint efforts of employer-and labor 
organizations. 

These are some of the statistics: Cigarette sales 
doubled between 1937 and 1957. Beer consumption increased 
from about 170,000 hecto-liters in 1937 to about 400,000 
hectoliters in 1957. (One hectoliter equals 26.41 gallons. Ed.) 
Moving picture attendance jumped from 120,000 in 1938 to 
180,000 in 1957. As mentioned before, automobile sales 
showed the greatest increase: within four years they went 
from the 1953 index of 100 to the 1957 index of almost 700. 
Electric current consumption rose from roughly 200,000 kilo- 
watt hours in 1937 to close to 750,000 KWH in 1957. Gas 
consumption during the same years rose from about 24 million 
cubic meters to 40 million cubic meters. (One cubic meter 
equals 1.30 cubic yards. Ed.) 


TRADE BALANCE IMPROVED 
Tentative foreign trade figures supplied by the Austrian 
Central Statistical Office show that in October, 1958, Aus- 
train imports amounted to 951,500 tons at a value of’ 
2,281,000,000 schillings as against 944,100 tons worth 
2,009,000,000 schillings in September. (26 schillings equal 
one dollar. Ed.) Exportsin October amounted to 551,600 tons 
at a value of 2,211,000,000 schillings as against 584,900 tons 
worth 1,989,000,000 schillings in September. The deficit in 
the foreign trade balance for October thus amounted to 
roughly 70 million schillings as against roughly 20 million 
schillings in September. Compared with October, 1957, im- 
ports were 11.8% lower and exports 2% The deficit in 
Austria’s foreign trade balance in October, 1957, thus was 
considerably larger than during October, 1958. It then amount- 
ed to 329 million schillings. Because of the lower deficits in 
Deptember and October, 1958, Austria’s foreign trade balance 
has undergone an improvement in comparison to earlier months 
of the current year. While at the end of September, 1958, this 
year’s deficit was still 16% higher than during the first nine 
months of 1957, the difference for the first 10 months of this 
year — 3,323,000,000 schillings — decreased to only 6%. 
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AFTU INTERPRETS LABOR STATISTICS 

The Austrian pederation of Trade Unions started re- 
cording strike statistics in 1945 and has kept such records 
on a comprehensive basis of practically all strikes since 
that time, especially of those authorized by the unions. 
These records now show that the largest strike movements 
following the economic stabilization took place during 1956. 

STRIKE STATISTICS 


(Source: AFTU) 
Year Hours Workers incl. Average Duration 
(Office Workers) (Hours) (Minutes) 
1953 304,817 12,695 24 — 
1954 410,508 21,140 19 25 
1955 464,508 26,011 17 51 
1956 1,227,292 43,249 28 23 
1957 364,841 19,555 18 39 


This table shows that in 1956, not only the number of 
striking workers and employes was considerably higher than 
in previous years, but also the duration of the strikes. 

At the same time, statistics on the development of the 
cost of living show that during the particular year in which 
the most strikes took place, actual earnings of workers, 
including white collar workers rose the least. 


DEVELOPMENT OF LIVING COSTS AND EARNINGS 


1954 to 1957 
Yearly Average Living Basic Mo. Avg. Real Wage Pro 
from to Cost Pay*  Wor- Off- Wor Off- duc 
(excl. kers ice kers ice tiv 
family Wor Wor ity 
allow.) kers kers 
1954 1955 + .8 +4.2 +6.7 +9.9 +5.9 +9 +9.5 
1955 1956 +3.5 +4.9 +3.6 +6 *.8 ea +. 
1956 1957 +2.2 +3.6 +3.8 +7.6 +1.6 +5.4 +5 
1954 1957 +6.6 +13.3 +14.7 +25.3 +7.6 +17.5+15. 


In comparison with other European nations, Austria was 
best able to overcome economic problems thanks to the 
effectiveness of the Wage and Price Parity Commission com- 
bining representatives from all sectors of the economy, 
which was created at the initiative of Austrian labor. 

The AFTU stresses that Austria shows the smallest 
increase of retail prices among European countries: 


INCREASE OF RETAIL PRICES IN EUROPE 1957 


% 
NO ns vindaoccunseaddpeetdiasieeoneaerieenibabeneaseeae’ 9 
ikabakddccsasdcnnwwnsenseencendsdeetasebiaeeieened WikiKiendeesenwetententl 8 
PR IMIML: - 2 ised ced pad eisbhcindedneehacmetenmiaeuiatnaint ees iemiataeial 7 
INN 144: sina premesiosinde ane seeemdnsertedseiiuneanennisaaeammenadad 6 
EE RI 5 1 nea raaun sume adbshsXdanabueacnenniee sb boriaeeoene 4 
Se NIN. DEMINL., . ca casaennkseracsueeesendcensaneensabsebeshieumeiennene 3 
Be ac kdnon a punnaneassaceancivedeseteerenisassasenedieesrtcbeedtinusee 2 


BANK NOTE CIRCULATION COVERED 111% 

Currency deposits in the Austrian National Bank in- 
creased by about 800 million schillings, it was announced. 
(26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) The increase, it was 
reported, is due mostly to receipt of loans such as the World 
Bank loan for the power industry, three Swiss credits and 
two West German credits. Thus currency deposits (including 
foreign banknotes) increased by 289 million schillings to 
12,758 million schillings and again in November by 525 


million schillings to 13,283 million schillings. This means 
that Austria’s total currency and banknote deposits have 
reached the highest stand ever. 


HIGHER PRODUCTION INDEXES. 

Most of Austria’s industries showed higher production 
indexes at the endof the third quarter of 1958 than they did 
in September 1957. However, the indexes for August, 1958, 
were generally lower than a year before. The average index, 
supplied by the Austrian Institute for Economic Research, 
stood at 272.2 in September, 1958 (1937 — 100) and thus was 
barely 3.3% higher than in September 1957. The largest in- 
creases were noted in the electrical industry — 16.3% to 
379.1; the vehicle industry — 13.2% to 354.9; the machine 
industry — 9.4% to 417.3; and the building materials industry 
— 9.2% to 420.5. The largest decreases were shown by the 
textile industry — 11.7% to 127.8, and the cast iron industry 
— 10.8% to 272.3. A weakening was shown by the magnesite 
industry (minus 9.3%) and the chemical industry (minus 4%). 
All other industrial branches showed higher indexes than last 
year. 


LESS PORK, MORE FISH 

Nutrition experts have long been engaged in fighting 
excessive consumption of meat; even the most moderate 
have come out against pork, especially fat pork. And here, 
they have emerged victorious. 

Pork consumption, including fats, has decreased to 
about half of what it had been in the pre-war years. 

This is borne out by consumer research reports as well 
as by the fact that in 1928, 906,000 pigs came to the Vienna 
market while in 1956 only 429,000 made it. 

Within the different types of meat, and especially so 
in pork, a tremendous change has taken place, perhaps as 4 
result of a rising standard of living. The cheaper cuts of 
meat have stayed at an even price level or have gone down. 
This is especially true for bacon which now costs hut half 
of what was asked in 1928. Although prices for the more ex- 
pensive cuts increased sharply, the over-all price, particu- 
larly for big, fat hogs, remeined stable: 


Fall 1956 — 100. Average price Sales Price 
per hog per hog 
% % 
Spring 1957 97.5 95.5 
Summer 1957 100.0 95.0 
Fall 1957 97.0 97.0 
Winter 1957 97.0 96.5 
Spring 1958 95.0 97.5 
Summer 1958 100.0 95.5 


There is some well-hased hope that agriculture will in- 


creasingly succeed in meeting the demands of the consumer 
for quality pork and will breed that fatulous streamlined hog 


with a minimum of fat. As the development in vegetable fats, 
margarine and eating oil shows, the change in fat consump 
tion is far-reaching and continuing. Here is a comparison 


conceming production for the years 1937 and 1956: 
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1937 1956 

tons 
vegetable fats 579 6,775 
Edible oils 13,743 28,734 
Margarine 9 ,988 25,998 


It should be added that consumption of salt walter fish 
has tripled since 1928. While in 1928 15,000 tons of fish 
were brought to Vienna markets, in 1956 the quantity had 
risen to 50,000 tons. That means that salt vater fish, too, 
have made successful inroads. 


MORE MILK 

Milk production in Austria reached 1,090,024 tons during 
the first nine months of 1958 as compared with 1,064,284 tons 
during the same period of last year, tentative industry fi- 
sures Showed. The existing production can be marketed with- 
out difficulty. During the nine-month period, milk sales a- 
mounted to 423,964 tons. Butter production amounted to 24,367 
tons and butter sales to 18,486 tons. Butter sales are about 
97, higher on the average than last year. During the first nine 
months of the year, cheese production stood at 16,556 tons, 
an increase of 4.9% over the same period of 1957. 


IMPOR TANT COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS IN AUSTRIA 1959 

A number of celebrations honoring the memory of great 
4ustrians or commemorating special events will take place 
throughout Austria in the new year. 

Vienna as well as Burgenland’s capital, Fisenstadt, 
will honor the 150th anniversary of the death of Joseph Haydn. 
any of Haydn’s compositions will be played in the Eisen- 
stadt castle, where the great composer once directed the 
first performances of a great number of his works. In the 
Eisenstadt Bergkirche, where the composer’s mausoleum is 
located, Haydn compositions will be offered the visitor. A 
whole series of Haydn concerts will, of course, be given in 
Vienna, 

All of the Tyrol will start a long chain of festivities 

commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Tyrolean war 
for freedom from French mule, which took place in 1809 under 
he leadership of Andreas Hofer. A special service in the 
lofkirche (Court Church) in Innsbruck will mark the opening 
f the event. Among the high points of the special program 
‘ill be the parades of the famed Tyrolean marksmen in Inns- 
‘mck. The marksmen will gather for the shooting meet on 
May 23, again for the consecration of the ‘‘Marksmen’s Bell’’ 
n July 9, and finally on August 15 to help celebrate the 
\roclamation of a Tyrolean state holiday. 

Salzburg will have a Cathedral Week from May 1 to May 7 
» celebrate the reopening of the completely restored Salz- 
urg Cathedral. 

In Styria, festivities will recall the 100th anniversary 
of the death of Archduke Johann. Commemorative events will 
take place following the opening on May 11 ty special pro 
lamation in the Styrian capital, Graz. It will end September 





ison 









2% with a colorful parade through Graz to Eggenberg castle, 
those famous park will be the scene of festivities. 


CALL IN THE ARMY... 

Happily, an eight-year old boy from the mountain village 
Schaflahn am Oetscher crosses his very own wooden bridge 
nowadays. Floods had washed away the old bridge and the 
loose planks which were substituted panicked the boy. After 
he had sent a petition to his school inspector, a lot of red 
tape got disentangled in a hurry. The army was asked to 
help. An outfit of the Melk pioneers was sent on Operation 
Schaflahn and soon a new 60-foot wooden bridge was con- 
structed. 


THE AUSTRIAN'S DEAREST WISH: TO OWN A HOME 

If they would win at the racetrack or in the lottery, many 
Austrians would build their own homes, a recent poll showed. 
30% of those asked came up with that answer when asked by 
poll takers. Another 19% said they would refurnish their pre- 
sent apartments, 13% wanted to start savings accounts and 
16% wanted to travel. Other desires included motorcycles or 
cars, expansion of houses or businesses, and stocks. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


SALZBURG 1959 

Fritz Hochwaelder’s modem miracle play ‘‘Donnerstar’’ 
(Thursday) will have its world premiere July 29, 1959, at 
the Landestheater as part of next year’s Salzburg Festival. 
O. F. Schuh will direct. The play will be shown four times 
during the Festival. 

The Festival management also announced that a number 
of important conductors have been engaged. They include: 
Karl Boehm, Bemhard Conz, Herbert Karajan, Joseph Keil- 
berth, Rafael Kubelik, Dimitri Mitropoulos, Karl Muenchin ger, 
Bemhard Paumgartner, Georg Solti and George Szell. 


COMPLETE EDITION OF WORKS BY MAHLER 

The Gustav Mahler Society recently announced that it 
has started preparations for a complete edition of the Aus- 
trian composers works. The occasion is the 100th anniver 
sary of Mahler’s birth in 1960. The Gustav Mahler Archives, 
which is doing the basic work for the planned definitive edi- 
tion of all of Mahler’s works, has photographed more than 
4,000 pages of Mahler manuscripts and scores which had 
been corrected by Mahler himself. A list of his works has 
already been published and a new printing of the revised 
score of his Seventh Symphony is in preparation. The So 
ciety plans to have at least two volumes of the complete edi- 
tion ready in 1960, and hopes to market a number of record- 
ings in authentic intemretations. Among the work still to 
be done by the Archives is a all-inclusive bibliography of 
Mahler’s writings. To date, it contains more than 1,500 titles. 
ROBERT STOLZ MUSICAL FOR JOSEFSTADT THEATER 

The pastmaster of the Viennese operetta, Robert Stolz, 
has announced that the Theater in der Josefstadt intends to 
present his new musical comedy in Febmary, 1959. So far, 
the work has no title; it is a musical version of his play, 
‘*Kitty and the World Conference.’’ The play will also be 
made into a moving picture. 
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LEONTINE PRICE TO SING AT VIENNA OPERA 

Leontine Price, who recently sang in a performance of 
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in New York with the New York 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra under Herbert von Kara- 
jan, has been engaged to sing at the ‘Vienna State Opera next 
April and May. The soprano will probably appear as Pamina 
in Mozart’s ‘‘The Magic Flute’’ and in the title role of Verdi’s 
**Aida,”’ 


1959: MUSICAL COMPETITION IN VIENNA 

Next year, Vienna will once more become the scene of a 
great international musical competition. It has been 20 years 
since the Austrian capital last played host to such an event. 
Three special events aided in the revival of musical competi- 
tions in Vienna: the 130th anniversary of the death of Franz 
Schubert, the 150th anniversary of Joseph Haydn’s death, and 
finally the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Vienna 
Academy of Music. The Academy will act as the host for the 
competition. The ‘‘Intemational Haydn-Schubert Competition 
Vienna 1959”’ will take place from May 21 to 31. Austria’s 
President will be honorary chairman. The competition is for 
singers and pianists of all nations who on May 31, 1959 will 
be at least 17 years of age but not older than 30. The jury 
will be composed of leading musical experts of Austria and 
foreign nations. 

A number of prizes will be awarded in various categories. 
Registrations must be completed by April 15, 1959, with the 
secretariat of the Intemational Haydn-Schubert Competition 
in Vienna. In order to commemorate the two great masters, 
competition is limited to piano and vocal pieces by Haydn 
and Schubert. 


AUSTRIA OFFERS 19 ACADEMIC SUMMER COURSES 


Summer courses given by Austrian universities and other 
educational institutions during summer vacations in the most 
beautiful parts of the country have already proven an import- 
ant medium to increase an understanding in the world of 
Austria’s culture and economy. Austria thus does its part 
in strengthening the international exchange of culture and 
opinion. Of the more than 500 events of this type enumerated 
in the UNESCO catalogue 19 will take place in Austria. 

These summer courses are divided into three groups. 
Language courses are designed to give foreigners a know- 
ledge of German and an introduction to German literature 
with special emphasis on Austrian writings. Special courses 
take in specialists of various fields, and finally discussion 
groups take up the problems of the present time. 

Vienna’s international college language courses already 
enjoy a 30-year tradition, brokenonly by the war andthe im- 
mediate postwar period. Last summer, nearly 1,500 students 
from around the world participated in these courses and 
other programs. 

The European Forum Alpbach is the best-known insti- 
tution among the seminary am discussion groups which have 
the treatment oftoday’sproblems as their task. In the small 
Tyrolean village of Bergdorf, three weeks in late summer are 
dedicated to discussions between students and post gradu- 


ates on one side and prominent statesmen, artists, econo- 
mists and scientists on the other. More than 1,000 persons 
took part in this program last year. And in Alpbach, almost 
30 different foreign nations were represented. 


The courses in Salzburg are given to discussions of the 
problems of Christian ethics and the social order. The re- 
sults might well become the seed of a planned Catholic 
University. The so-called Salzburg Seminary in American 
Studies was started during the period of occupation. In its 
efforts to interpret American art and science for Europeans 
it succeeded so well that it was retained even after the de- 
parture of American occupation troops. 


Finally, the intemational seminary for diplomats in 
Castle Klessheim is designed for the informal extension of 
the education of young diplomats. 


VIENNA FESTIVAL 1959: 


The tentative program for the Intemational Music Festi 
val which will take place during the Vienna Festival Weeks 
next year follows: 


May 31: Opening concert (Symphony orchestra under Maazel 
in works by Ravel.) 

June 1: Bach recital by Nathan Milstein. 

June 2: Russian music (Prokofiev, Shostakovich, Tchai- 
kowsky). Conductor: Thomas Schippers; soloist: 
David Oistrach. 

June 3: Classical music. Conductor and soloist: Enrico 
Mainardi. 

June 4 Violin recital by Zino Francescatti. 

June 5 ‘‘Furchtlosigkeit end Wohlwollen,’’ oratorio hy 
Wemer Eek; also “Cathedral Scene’’ from Einem’s 
‘‘Prozess’’ and ‘‘Symphony’’ by Nabokov. Con- 
ductor: Wemer Egk. 

June 7 and 9: Concerts by the Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra. 

June 8: Concert hy the Symphony Orchestra under Rudolf 
Kempe with Francescatti as violin soloist. 

June 10: Requiem by Boris Blacher. Conductor: Georg Solti. 

June 12: Hindemith conducts Haydn’s ‘‘St. Cecilia Mass”’ 
and some of his own works. In the Mozart Hall: See- 
fried-Schneiderhan evening. 

June 13: Piano recital by Wilhelm Backhaus. 

June 14 and 15: Concerts hy the Bamberg Symphony Orchestr2 


under Keilberth of works hy Hindemith (Roston Sym- 
phony), Pfitzner (Violin Concerto), Beethoven (Piam 
Concerto No. 5, in E-flat major with Backhaus), 


June 16 and 17: Concerts hy the Radio Symphony Orchestra of 


Cologne under Stockhausen and Boulnez who will cor 


duct their own works as well as pieces by Nono and 
Henze. ° 

Vienna Chamber Choir. 

Violin recital hy Yehudi Menuhin. 

Bartok concert by the Symphony Orchestra under Fri< 
say. Soloists: Yehudi Menuhin and Geza Anda. 
Concert by the Philharmonia Hungarica of works by 
Pritter, Bartok and Martinu (Oratorio ‘‘Gilgamesch ”’ 


June 18: 
June 19: 
June 20: 


June 21: 
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QUIET, PLEASE! 

Noise can kill; it can kill slowly and cmielly. These are 
the findings of a group of technicians, physicians and ju- 
rists who got together in Austria to fight the menace. Jointly, 
they have started an organization called “Austrian Working 
Group for Combatting Noise. ’”’ 

The physicians discovered that “getting used to noise’’ 
is only a matter of appearances. They say that only the upper 
levels of consciousness adapt themselves to steady noises 
and that it was just that phenomenon which covered up their 
dangerous physical and psychological effects: lowering of 
the working capacity by one third and damage to heart, stom 
ach, the senses and the nerves. Even a light illness relating 
to these organs, even a harmless susceptibility to such di- 
seases can tum into a deadly sickness under constant noise. 

The Austrian working group declared that the same tech- 
nical science which gave us noise has within its grasp the 
possibilities of taking it away. Many of these possibilities 
have not yet been exploited, they say, and they stress that 
much depends upon the govemment’s legislative branch. In 
this field, demands will be made that all noise-producing 
appliances, either made in Austria or imported by Austria, 
show the noise level during operation; that means, each ap- 
pliance has to be labeled to show its maximum noise level. 
If this level surpasses 90 decibels, it transgresses the noise 
harrier between what a human being can take to what becomes 
acutely dangerous. Another legislative proposal is being 
drafted which would make sound-proofing mandatory for all 
machines and appliances, even such household appliances 
as mixers. 

The group also suggests that motor vehicles be taxed 
not according to cubic space but according to horse power. 
As far as most European-made cars are concemed, it is the 
number of horse powers which gives a more accurate indi- 
cation of the noise level. Another legislative act would su- 
pervise the top noise saturation ability of workers in plants 
where noise is unavoidable. 

The group has asked the Trade Ministry (which regulates 
motor traffic) and the police authorities that they introduce a 
number of measures, among them the following: 

1. Step-hy-step lowering of permissible maximum noise 
levels in vehicles of all types, including street cars,from 
the present 80-90 decibels to 70-80. 

2. Putting certain vacation areas “‘Offlimits’’ as far as 
noise is concemed, at least on Sundays and holidays. Cars 
to be permitted only at the perimeter of such areas. 

3. Limitation of superfluous driving of motorcycles and 
motorized bicycles during the night. 

The Education Ministry was asked to add to the programs 
of technical colleges, technological institutes and similar 
schools such courses as would point out the necessity of com- 
tatting noise and of finding ever new means to do something 
about its Hangers. Finally, the Working Group plans to appeal 
to all organizations and authorities concemed to start a pub 
lic campaign to counteract noise. It suggested thata ‘‘noise- 
free week’’ be instituted annually and be promoted through 
press and radio. 


THE WORLD’s FIRST ‘‘THERAPEUTIC GARDEN" 

If any disease can be called ‘‘popular,’’ the word cer- 
tainly fits what the Austrians call ‘‘Rheuma,’’ bracketing 
a legion of illnesses, such as arthritis, bursitis and just 
plain rheumatism. So many people have it, especially workers, 
that Austrian health insurances companies and Workers’ in- 
surance funds are paying out millions of schillings annually 
to aid their insured. 


Rheuma victimizes particularly workers who do their jobs 
outdoors, regardless of wind and weather. A young Viennese 
orthopedist, Dr. Ott, finally came up with a plan which its 
sponsors hope will help the rheuma victims. The Austrian 
Workers’ Pension Insurance Institute (which spends 10 mil- 
lion schillings for health care annually) has authorized Dr. 
Ott to put his proposal into practice at the Institute’s health 
farm in Bad Schallerbach; his plan, in short, provides for the 
construction of a therapeutic garden, the first of its kind.- 


Previously, patients had been sent home “cured.’’ But 
after only short periods at work, the old symptons reappeared 
and the workers retumed sooner or later to the Institute’s 
health resort. The physicians knew, of course, that the stan- 
dard application of 30 whirl baths could not really reintegrate 
a sick worker. 


They knew that a joint, though improved by the cure, 
could not stand up to the demands put on it when the patient 
is back at his job. 


Dr. Ott devised ways to help the patient toward normal 
use of the affected joints. Following the standard series of 
whirlpool baths, the patient will get used to walking step by 
step as he would walk to his work and in his work. The thera- 
peutic garden provides paths and roads, streets and crossings, 
which roughly correspond to those the worker traverses in 
his normal workaday life. In the “‘garden’’, however, he is 
under constant medical supervision and will not be allowed 
to take a single step which might imperil his recovery. He 
is shown how to talk without either hurting the joint already 
involved or damaging another. Thus he can fight his way 
back by slow and supervised steps. Outdoor therapy appears 
to help the patient not only physically, but mentally as well. 


The garden was constructed at relatively small cost. The 
garden features all sorts of surfaces to take the patient from 
the soft to the hard. It has soft roads, asphalt highways, 
mountain paths and concrete streets. It has steps, small and 
large, to help patients leam how to walk up and down stair- 
ways again. It even has crossing with traffic lights. 


Doctors and patients hopefully work and watch. Clearly, 
they believe that they will get results. 





THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be able to furnish more detailed information 
on any item printed in AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
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WHAT THE WELL-DRESSED MUMMY SHOULD WEAR: 
MANICURED FINGERNAILS, PLEATED SKIRT 

The Vienna archeologist Hans Schindler at a press con- 
ference recently told of a 600-year old mummy of an Inca nun 
with manicured fingernails which he unearthed in Peru. The 
mummy, he said, wore a pleated skirt. He showed some well- 
preserved parts of the garment to his listeners. Dr. Schind- 
ler, who had been awarded a scholarship by the Koemer Foun- 
dation, just returned from an exploration trip of several months 
at the most important sites of Inca culture in Peru. 

The Austrian scientist had been invited to participate 
in the Pem expedition of English archeologists on the basis 
of his standard works in the English language on Tiahuanaco 
culture. The purpose of the trip was to investigate the pre- 
Inca and megalithic Masma cultures as well as the prehistoric 
metropolis of Triahuanaco near Lake Titicaca. 

Dr. Schindler showed color slides of gigantic figures 
which had been scratched by the pre-Inca population into the 
ochre desert ground. As a whole, the designs can heseen 
only from the air. They show 660-foot long lizards, 260-foot 
long monkeys and other animals. 

Dr. Schindler’s greatest success to date is his defini- 
tive interpretation of the symbolism of the famed sun temple 
of Tiahuanaco. 





TWO NEW STAMPS: 

STAMP PICTURING THE CHURCH OF THE CHRIST CHILD 

Face Value: 2 schillings. 

First Day of Issue: Nov. 26, 1958. 

Color:. Midnight Blue. 

Printer: Austrian State Printing 
Office. Offset. 

Quantity: As needed. Issued in Lams 

sheets of 100. , | _ 


, 1 2 aoe 
> ¢ 





COMMEMORATIVE SEMI-POSTAL ISSUE FOR 
‘‘STAMP DAY 1958”’ 

Face Value: 2.40 schillings. 
Surcharge: 0.60 schilling. 


First Day of Issue: Dec. 3, 1958. (patties 


Color: Blue. cadre gyi 


Printer: Austrian State Printing 
Office. Engraved. 
Quantity: 980,000 in sheets of 50. 
The issue is dedicated to the Association of Aus- 
trian Philatelic Societies and the Federal Union 
of Austrian Stamp Collector Associations, both in 
Vienna, for their efforts in furthering Austrian 

philately at home and abroad. 
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